
 

 

MINUTES 
REGULAR MEETING 

SAN GABRIEL AND LOWER LOS ANGELES RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY 
RIVERS AND MOUNTAINS CONSERVANCY (RMC)  

 
January 26, 2015 

Held at the  
City of Bellflower, Green Room 

16600 Civic Center Drive, Bellflower, CA 90706 
And via telephone conference call at the  
Orange County Public Works Department 
2301 N. Glassell Street, Orange, CA 92865 

And 
State of California Department of Finance, Executive Office,  

State Capitol, Room 1145 in Sacramento, CA  95814 
 

   
1.  CALL TO ORDER   
 

 Chair Colonna called the meeting to order at approximately 3:05 p.m.  
 
 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
 MEMBERS PRESENT  

 
Frank Colonna, Chair (RMC) Eraina Ortega (Dept. of Finance) 
Dan Arrighi, Vice Chair (Central Basin) Denis Bertone (SGVCOG)   
Margaret Clark (SGVCOG) Mr. Bryan Cash (Natural Resources Agency) 
Troy Edgar (Orange County)   
Claudine Meeker (SGV Water Assoc.) 
Mr. John Donnelly (Wildlife Consv. Board) 
    
     

 MEMBERS ABSENT  
   
Sean Woods (Parks & Rec)  Mr. Daniel Sulzer (ACOE) 
Stan Chen (SGVR Watermaster) Teresa Villegas (for Supervisor Solis)  
Ms. Marilyn Thoms (Orange County DPW) Thomas Contreras (ANF) 
Mr. Edward Wilson (Gateway COG) Jon Bishop (EPA) 
    
STAFF PRESENT   
 
Mark Stanley, Executive Officer 
Dena Tarighi, Acting Board Secretary 
Terry Fujimoto, Deputy Attorney General 
Luz Quinnell, Project Manager 
Marybeth Vergara, Project Manager 
 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT  
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 Jim Odling read some notes regarding the Discovery Center site and stated that Mr. 
Stanley was in non-compliance for not responding to his public request for documents. 
The acting board secretary stated that an email was sent to Mr. Odling by Jennifer 
Thompson who included Mark Stanley and Dena Tarighi in the email. It was suggested 
that Mr. Odling go back and search for the email. 

 
4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Board member Clark suggested that the November 24, 2014 minutes be tabled at this 
time. Ms. Clark stated that Item 16 needed some more said about who made a comment 
regarding this item.  
 

The minutes for November 24, 2014 were tabled at this time.  Ms. Ortega was absent for 
this item. 

 
5. CHAIR’S REPORT  
  
 No report was given. 
 
6. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
 Mr. Bertone nominated Frank Colonna as Chair. Mr. Edgar seconded the motion. 
 
Roll call vote: Ayes = 6; Nays = 0; Abstentions = 0. Unanimously approved. Ms. Ortega was 
absent for this item. 
 
 Mr. Colonna nominated Dan Arrighi as Vice Chair. Mr. Bertone seconded the motion. 
 
Roll call vote: Ayes = 6; Nays = 0; Abstentions = 0. Unanimously approved. Ms. Ortega was 
absent for this item. 
 
7. DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL’S REPORT  

 
 No report was given. 
 
8. EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORTS 
 
 
 A. LEGISLATIVE 

 
The Executive Officer stated there are several bills mentioned in the Legislative 
Report and particularly wanted to mention about the bike trails in which local 
agencies, including cities and park districts, may place proposals on the ballot that 
would impose a vehicle registration surcharge of up to $5 to develop and maintain 
bikeways if two-thirds of local voters approve. Mr. Stanley mentioned that 
Proposition 1 which is the Water Bond has a significant impact on the RMC which 
will fund a wide variety of water projects across California due to receiving $30 
million out of the $327.5 million from the water bond. Mr. Stanley stated that on the 
State legislature the wetlands and coastal watersheds will be awarded $25 million 
to implement projects that provide carbon sequestration benefits, including 
restoration of wetlands, coastal watershed and mountain meadows. He also 
mentioned the fire prevention and urban forests will be awarded $42 million to 
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support urban forests in disadvantaged communities and forest health restoration 
and reforestation projects that reduce wildfire risk and increase carbon 
sequestration. Mr. Stanley stated that in the Federal legislature the land and water 
conservation fund would be guaranteed $900 million per year to program in 
perpetuity and urban park fund would authorize HUD grants and HUD 
loans to provide assistance to urban parks. 

 
 

   B. CAPITAL OUTLAY AND SUPPORT BUDGET 
 

 The Executive Officer gave a synopsis of the reports and identified Propositions 
40, 50 and 84 still having balances. He reported that Proposition 1 is being handled 
very carefully being allocated among the RMC. It was noted that Proposition 1 
funds will be treated separately. It was reported that there are three projects that 
are still pending encumberance which include Gateway Cities and Urban Planning, 
Los Cerritos Wetlands Trails, Willowbrook Walking Path Compton Creek and the 
Rio Hondo Trail Acquisition.   

 
  C. CUMULATIVE GRANT PROJECT STATUS SUMMARY 
 
 The Executive Officer reported on the changes since the September 2012 update; 

a total of 195 projects and of those projects 160 are complete and 35 are active, 
approved projects.  

 
 D. PROJECT AND LIAISON ACTIVITIES 
 
 The Executive Officer mentioned to the board about the changes that were taking 

place within the Angeles National Forest staff. He stated that Mr. Tom Contreras 
announced he will be retiring and Mr. Daniel Lovato would be the Acting Forest 
Supervisor and Mr. John Thornton would now be the Acting Deputy Forest 
Supervisor. Mr. Stanley discussed that the Greater Los Angeles County Integrated 
Regional Water Management Plan held its last meeting on December 10, 2014 and 
is planning on revisiting its Operating Guidelines and certain re-organizational 
items. Mr. Stanley further recapped the opportunities that were discussed to further 
its goals on integrated water management. Mr. Stanley mentioned that the De 
Forest Park Wetland Restoration Project is moving forward and the City of Long 
Beach had received bids to construct the project but the bids exceed the funding 
available so the City of Long Beach is looking at phasing the project. Mr. Stanley 
quickly stated that Camp Shiwaka Urban Forest and Discovery Trail project is 
almost complete and anticipates a dedication sometime in the spring 2015. Mr. 
Stanley stated that San Gabriel River Trail Signage Improvements project is near 
completion and was tied to the Azusa Geology Park. Mr. Stanley skipped to Mt. 
Baldy Habitat & Open Space project to state that staff of WCA and Conservation 
Fund are working together to issue a joint press release and a special event to 
commemorate the acquisition to be held at the site at a date soon  to be 
announced. Lastly, Mr. Stanley mentioned the Los Cerritos Wetlands restoration 
feasibility study is anticipated to be complete by early Fall 2015.  

 
Mr. Cash announced that Eraina Ortega had arrived sometime during the liaison activity 
report as well as a member of the public from AECOM. 
 

REGULAR CALENDAR 
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 9. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO REVIEW AND UPDATE RMC GRANT 

GUIDELINE CRITERIA AND TIMEFRAME FOR PUBLIC WORKSHOPS IN THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF A COMPETITIVE GRANT PROGRAM FOR AWARDING OF 
GRANTS INCLUDING PROPOSITION 1: WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2014 PROGRAM FUNDS. 

 
 The Executive Officer gave a presentation of this item. Mr. Stanley explained that this item 

is the actual start of the process for the expenditure plan for the Proposition 1 funds that 
will be distributed within the next fiscal year. Mr. Stanley also stated that the RMC has 
provided grants in the past through a competitive process to cities, non-profits, other 
county entities and joint powers authorities and will do the same with Proposition 1.    

 
Mr. Bertone motioned to approve the resolution; Ms. Clark seconded the motion.  
Unanimously approved.  Roll Call Vote – Ayes =8; Nays = 0.  No abstentions.  
  
10. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A GRANT TO FRIENDS OF 

THE ANGELES FOR THE INTERPRETATIVE AND CONSERVATION EDUCATION 
PLANNING (RMC15101).         

 
 Marybeth Vergara presented this item and introduced Dr. Jack Sahl to explain what this 

item is being presented for. Ms. Vergara explained that this project would lead to the 
creation of an integrated Forest Interpretative and Conservation Education Plan for the 
Angeles National Forest, including the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument. Dr. 
Sahl , the chair for The Friends of the Angeles, explained that the Friends of the Angeles 
is a coalition of individual and groups united around a common vision of the Angeles 
National Forest. Dr. Sahl went on to explain that the mission of the Friends of the Angeles 
is to serve as a bridge that connects people, partners, and resources to the Angeles 
National Forest. Ms. Vergara stated that the total cost for this project is $236,000, staff is 
recommending funding for this project in the amount of $175,000 leaving a remaining 
balance of $61,500 which will be provided with other in-kind funding provided by the 
Friends of the Angeles as well as the National Forest Foundation. Mr. Cash asked if this 
was a plan to lead to what and also asked why the Angeles National Forest was not 
funding this project. Dr. Sahl stated that this was a gateway to try and get current users 
but also non-traditional users to better value natural outdoors environment. Mr. Cash’s 
concern was with the use of bond funds for a non-capital project and was curious as to 
what this project would lead to. Dr. Sahl stated that it would lead to increase usage, 
improve the visitor experience and deepen visitor connection that results in sustainable 
use. Mr. Stanley quickly stated that this project was on the same lines as the Cattle 
Canyon Project that is located on the East Fork of the San Gabriel River and is already in 
place. Chair Colonna suggested waiting on this item until there is more information 
available as to where all of the funding would be coming from and learning more about the 
groups involved with this project.  

   
Chair Colonna motioned to table the resolution; Mr. Bertone seconded the motion.   
 
11. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING NEGOTIATIONS FOR A 

CONSULTANT SERVICES GRANT TO COMPLETE A MAPPING TOOL FOR RMC 
PLANNED COMPETITIVE GRANTS PROGRAM IN AWARDING OF FUTURE GRANTS 
(RMC15102). 
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 Luz Quinnell presented this item. Ms. Quinnell reminded the board that this item coincides 
with Item 9 of this meeting. Ms. Quinnell stated that the RMC is in need of a mapping tool 
for the RMC Competitive Grants Program in awarding of future grants for a total amount 
not to exceed $25,000. Ms. Quinnell mentioned that with the approval of this item, it will 
allow the Executive Officer to negotiate the terms and hire a consultant to either update 
the existing Green Visions Plan, develop a web-based spatial decision mapping tool or 
create an entirely new decision mapping tool for the RMC Competitive Grants Program. 

 
Mr. Arrighi motioned to approve the resolution. Ms. Clark seconded the motion; Board 
voted. Unanimously passed. Roll Call Vote – Ayes = 8; Nays = 0; Abstentions = 0.   
 
12. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING A GRANT TO THE WATERSHED 

CONSERVATION AUTHORITY TO FUND PRE-ACQUISITION AND ACQUISITION 
EXPENSES IN SUPPORT OF THE POTENTIAL ROBERTS CANYON FOOTHILL AREA 
ACQUISITION (RMC15103).  

 
 Ms. Luz Quinnell presented this item. Ms. Quinnell stated that this is a project of the 

Watershed Conservation Authority and the RMC is looking to grant the WCA in the 
amount of $52,500 for the pre-acquisition and acquisition expenses. Ms. Quinnell 
mentioned that the Mountain Cove Homeowners Association is looking to grant the WCA 
an easement over nearby properties that includes the San Gabriel River and Roberts 
Creek flood plains. Ms. Quinnell also stated that there should be no additional funding 
request anticipated for this project and that staff would provide a final budget and timeline I 
the near future. Mr. Bertone asked if the land was going to be given to us and Mr. Stanley 
answered that that land was being deeded to us. 

 
Mr. Bertone motioned to approve the resolution. Ms. Clark seconded the motion; Board 
voted. Unanimously passed. Ayes = 8; Nays = 0; Abstentions = 0. 
 
13. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION TO GRANT MEMBERSHIP FUNDS TO THE 

UPPER SANTA CLARA RIVER INTEGRATED REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT 
PLAN REGIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT GROUP (RMC15104). 

 
 Ms. Luz Quinnell presented this item. Ms. Quinnell stated that the board had already 

approved the award of $10,000 to the Upper Santa Clara River Regional Water 
Management Group some time ago and the funds were never released so we are now 
asking for the release of the funds. Ms. Quinnell mentioned that there were actions that 
the group needed to take in order to receive these funds and have now achieved. Ms. 
Quinnell stated that some of those things were to hold stakeholder workshops involving 
numerous participants representing unincorporated communities, non-profit environmental 
organizations, businesses and interested individuals. 

 
Mr. Bertone motioned to approve the resolution. Ms. Meeker seconded the motion; Board 
voted. Unanimously passed. Ayes = 8; Nays = 0; Abstentions = 0. 
 

 
14.  BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 

Chair Colonna asked that we list the affiliations next to the board members names listed in 
the minutes. Mr. Stanley stated absolutely we will do that in the future.   

  
15.  ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEXT MEETING DATE  
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The next Board meeting will be held on March 23, 2015, at Garvey Center in Rosemead at 
3:30pm. 
 

16.  ADJOURNMENT UPON COMPLETION OF BUSINESS 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Chair Colonna at approximately 4:46 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

X
Frank Colonna

Board Chair
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